NINDI

Aeollanthus myrianthus subsp. Gamwelliae

Nindi flower production at Msamfu Experimental Station, Kasama, Zambia 1960 – 1962. 

The full report on this work is in the Zambian Government Archives. The following is a report, written from memory 50 years later by John Anton Smith.

Nindi seed was received from Abercorn and sown in sterilised seed beds in August (the same way as tobacco seedlings were grown) for the plants to be ready as seedlings, for planting with the rains in October 1960. The seedlings were planted in ridges, in field, at the highest and most fertile point of the station and grew very well in the first year. This can be seen in the photographs taken at Misamfu. [See on website under Photos of Abercorn – Luanzua Agricultural Station - Nindi ]

Several things were noted. 

The wonderful aromatic scent coming off the whole field.

The diversity in shapes of the plants. They were not all uniform, some tall thin plants had few side branches while others were multiple branched and stubby. Almost no two plants had exactly the same shape. It was obvious that there was plentiful variation from which to select ideal plants.

Colour Variation – there were some very rare colour variations of the flowers. Almost white, white with dark stamens, blue grey, lavender, pale blue and the common purple blue and darker blue almost violet. Again some plants were more floriferous than others.

Once the rains had started, it was noticed that some plants were unaccountably dying off with stem rot so that by the end of the first dry season serious numbers of plants had died off. This raised the question of the viability of Nindi as a commercial field crop. This was very disappointing. The rainfall in the 1961- 62 season was 50% greater that normal at 75 inches of rain and perhaps the excess rain put paid to the remaining plants so that there were only a few surviving plants by the end of the second season.

The flowers were picked at the end of the 1961 growing season and weighed. I took them to Abercorn to be distilled at distillation plant on Mr J. H. Venning’s farm Chisungu on the Mpulungu road. This was done under the guidance of Ken Dubber a chemist’s assistant who was sent up from Mount Makulu Research Station near Lusaka to help with this work.

The Nindi seedlings had fleshy almost succulent like leaves with a sort of velvety surface and it was not surprising that a plant of the rocky escarpments over looking Lake Tanganyika should fail to grow in a field situation where the soils are completely sodden in the rains.

As a result of the failure to grow Nindi on a field scale, interest in the crop declined. Nindi essential oil has a very good “sticking” quality – the smell persists, which is useful in perfume blending. However synthetic Nindi oil was soon synthesised and there was no price advantage for the natural product. A final summing up. A beautiful and charming plant and maybe one day it will come into its own.

John Anton Smith, 10 December 2015.

PAGE  
1


